126 INNOVATIONS AND FOREIGN INFLUENCES
and triumph. From these survivors would spring a new genera-
tion which would be pleasing to God,1 and would make a new
Covenant with him, which would be good, true, and final.
It may not be superfluous to explain that when Old Testa-
ment writers speak of the day or of the judgment ofJahweli they
are not thinking of the appointed day of judgment with which
Christianity has made us familiar, when a formal sentence would
be pronounced. All they meant was that a time would come
when God's patience would at length be exhausted, and when
his anger would descend on those who had provoked it. First
he would unloose the shafts of war against his people. No
doubt the Assyrians and the Egyptians would be the instru-
ments of his wrath, as they had been so often in the past.
Other scourges, such as plagues and famines, would follow.
Hosea (viii. 13 ; ix. 3 and 6, etc.) prophesies a return to Egypt;
Isaiah (vii. 17 ff.) and Jeremiah (xx. 4 ; xxii. 25 ff.) threaten an
Assyrian invasion ; Micah (vii. 12) combines both these threats,
foretelling trouble from the south and from the east. They all
vied with one another in the invention and description of the
most frightful calamities. Obviously, the wretched instru-
ments of punishment would not receive their own retribution
till later. Here also God's methods would be neither summary
nor direct. The nations who had first trodden Israel underfoot
would then either fall upon one another, or be torn by civil
wars, or suffer from various destroying scourges.2 It was only
occasionally that one of these writers visualized Israel itself as
becoming God's ultimate agent and crushing the nations by
whom it had been crushed. The hope of such a revenge com-
forted Jewish nationalism with agreeable anticipation, a form
of encouragement which was not the less effective for being
somewhat puerile.3
Even the total destruction of the goyim cannot be too
strictly interpreted, for those very Prophets who affirm that
they will be wiped off the face of the earth give them a place
in their descriptions of the future under the new Covenant.
1	Most of the prophetic books contain many texts supporting this
view.    C/. Isa. i. 9 ; iv. 3 ; x, 20-2 ; xi. 1G, etc. ; Jer. iv. 27 ; v. 10 and
18;   vi. 9;   xxiii. 3, etc.;   Ezek. vi. 8 ff.;   xii. 16 ;   xiv. 22, etc.
2	References are collected in CCLXXXII, 184jgf.
3	Mic. iv, 13 ; Zeph. ii. 9 ; Zech. xii. 6 ; ii. 8 ; Joel iii. 8 ; Obad. 18.

